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NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Mary Budge
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 6th JULY 2026

Present:
Councillor Mary Budge – Chairman
Councillor Richard Randall – Vice Chairman
Councillor Hayley Budge
Councillor David Daniells
Councillor Laura Fishleigh
Councillor Adrian Parsons
Councillor Steve Sandercock
Councillor Courtney Walters

In attendance
Two members of the public were in attendance.  Mrs Lena Batten (clerk).

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.  

1.      To receive apologies:
To receive apologies – Councillor Corinne Dennis, Councillor Ralph Hudson.  

2.      Code of Conduct:
a)      To receive declarations:  Cllr H. Budge item 8.2 and item 10.1 (vi). 
b)      To grant dispensations: The Chairman granted dispensation for Cllr H. Budge to remain in the room but not speak.  

[bookmark: _Hlk155346934]3.      Public comments on items on the agenda only: 
The Chairman asked two members of the public what they wished to speak about.  Both were present in relation to a potential planning application.  The Chairman confirmed that they could speak at item 6.  

4.       To receive and approve the minutes of the 1st June 2026 full Council Meeting and the minutes of 10th June 2026 extraordinary Council Meeting:
It was proposed by all that the minutes of the meeting of North Hill Parish Council held on the 1st June 2026 be confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman, proposed by Cllr H. Budge and seconded by Cllr R. Randall.  It was proposed by the Chairman that the minutes of the extraordinary Meeting held on the 10th June 2026 be confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman, proposed by Cllr H. Budge and seconded by Cllr D. Daniells.  

Councillor Adrian Parsons entered the room and gave apologies for being late.     

5.        Any matters arising from the past minutes not on the current agenda:
Cllr S. Sandercock asked about the pot holes on the road leading to Bathpool from Coads Green, the clerk confirmed she had forwarded photo’s to Highways and some of the holes had now been filled.   

6.        To consider planning applications from Cornwall Council by the date of this meeting:
6.1  PA26/00564 – Land North of Moorview, Coads Green, PL15 7LY – proposal pre application advice for retention and upgrading of existing vehicular access at land off Newton Road - closed with advice given.   

The Chairman invited two members of the public to speak.  An overview of the potential planning application at Coads Green was given as the couple stated they had submitted a pre planning application several years ago and wanted to ensure the Parish Council were in agreement with their current full application prior to submission.  They were seeking to change a field from agricultural to equestrian with road access where the original access was currently located.  They had identified a rubber matting which could be placed on the ground where the grass would then grow through it which gave a more natural appearance and was able to sustain the traffic.
Cllr S. Sandercock left the room.
The member of the public proceeded to state that the entrance was already tarmacked, this was more in relation to the track leading away from the road.  
Cllr S. Sandercock returned to the room.
Debate took place regarding the original reasons why the application had not been supported.  The Council also felt that the rubber matting was expensive and chippings were aesthetically pleasing therefore the additional expense was not required.  It was agreed that as long as the track was kept natural the Parish Council would support the application.  
The Chairman thanked both members of the public for their time and they left the room.

7.       Any applications received before the date of this meeting: 
None. 
  
8.       To review correspondence and to agree responses required:
8.1        To note for information the Information Commissioners Office Registration has been renewed and the certificate placed on the website:
This was noted for information. 
8.2        To consider / resolve whether to ask the handyman to cut back the hedge which runs parallel to the back village hall car park:
It was unanimously agreed that the hedge needed cutting back however could not be done until September.  
Resolved that the clerk request the handyman cut back the hedge in September.   
8.3        To note for information that there is no timeframe for the recall of CIL payments and a copy of CIL Regulations had been forwarded to all Councillors for their information:
Councillors confirmed they had received the CIL Regulations and expressed their disappointment that there is no deadline for the recall of CIL payments.  The recall of the payment for £3749.51 would have a significant impact on 2026-2027 finances.  
8.4        To note for information the planning application which resulted in the recall of CIL payment was PA22/06683 – Land South of Blacksmiths Meadow, Penhole Road:
This was noted for information.
8.5        To consider /resolve next steps following distribution of chronology for requested repair of street lamp at Lyhner Way:
Cllr H. Budge confirmed that the light had still not been fixed.  The chronology had been shared with full Council.
Resolved that the clerk would continue to liaise with Cornwall Housing.    
8.6        To note for information the clerk has submitted a report of sewage leak to the Environment Agency on the 8th June 2026 and a letter received from Pennon Water Services due to a pending vote of no confidence:
The clerk confirmed a report of a sewage leak had been forwarded on the 3rd June 2026 and a confirmation of receipt email had been received.  Cllr S. Sandercock reported that in the past week there had been frequent attendance at the river Lynher by environmental officers and samples had been taken.  The Chairman read out the letter distributed to all Town and Parish Councils from Pennon Water which gave a detailed overview of their current works.  This letter was in response to a potential motion of no confidence which was led by Dower Glan.  The information was briefly discussed with no response required.  
8.7        To note for information that the clerk has forwarded photos of pot holes at three locations and has received confirmation that these are being assessed by the Highways safety inspector:
It was confirmed that several of the pot holes on the road into Bathpool had been repaired.  
Resolved that the clerk would continue to report pot holes to Highways as required.   
8.8        To note for information the clerk has re registered North Hill Parish Council for eligibility for FSCS Protection with Unity Bank:
This was noted for information.   
8.9        To consider / resolve any action / implementation of a height barrier in North Hill Village hall car park as requested by one Councillor:
Considerable debate had previously taken place due to the ongoing difficulties of inappropriate parking in the village hall car park.  The painting of the barriers with signage had not had a significant impact and it was unanimously agreed that more was needed to ensure North Hill Village Hall remained an accessible place for all community members.  Height barriers were agreed to be the most desired way forward. 
Resolved that the clerk would bring three quotes to the next meeting for a height restriction barrier.  Quotes were to include both fitted and delivery only.  Height of the barrier should be at 2.4 meters.      
8.10      To resolve if any Councillors would like to attend the Cornwall Local Councils Conference 2026 at Wadebridge on the 6th October 2026 from 10.00am to 4.00pm at £37.50 plus VAT:
The clerk detailed the sessions that would be on offer for the day to include Audit, Artificial Intelligence, Civility and Respect, Cornwall Local Plan, Emergency Planning, Data Protection, Hybrid Meetings and Boosting the Council’s identity.  
Resolved that the clerk would book the Chairman, Mary Budge, and one Councillor, Steve Sandercock onto the conference.  The Chairman would confirm via email that she was able to attend.  
8.11      To note for information a letter has been sent by countryside services to the land owner of stile on footpath 528/8/1 to request the stile is fixed within one month:
Cllr C. Walters confirmed that both Stiles were in need of repair / replacement, not just the one at the top of the lane.  The clerk updated the Council that she had not received a response from the landowner and had therefore forwarded the concerns to Cornwall Council countryside services.  Countryside services had now written to the landowner and had given them one month to repair or request replacement stiles to fit.  
Resolved that the clerk would walk the track and feed back to Cornwall Council countryside services after the 20th July 2026 when the month was completed.      
8.12      To note for information BDO auditors have confirmed they have processed the exemption certificate for audit 2025/2026:
This was noted for information and it was confirmed the certificate was on the website.  
8.13      To receive the response from Cornwall Council planning following the letter sent on the 7th May 2026 confirming the reasons why North Hill Parish Council are reluctant to produce a Neighbourhood Priority Statement:
The clerk read the response letter received from Cornwall Council Planning which detailed what actions North Hill Parish Council could take to start the process of the development of a Neighbourhood Priority Statement.
Resolved that due to a lack of funding towards the development alongside a lack of volunteers to start the process, a Neighbourhood Priorities Statement would not commence at this time.    
8.14      To consider / resolve the use of playing field for parking on Saturday 18th July for concert in the Church and the use of field on Sunday 13th September by the village hall for a dog show:
The Chairman added that she had received a further request for the use of the playing field to park on the 11th July 2026.  
Resolved that the Parish Council were happy for the playing field to be used for parking on the above dates. 
8.15      To consider / resolve any actions following a health and safety concern about the church yard hedge above Foots Barn:
It was detailed that since the removal of the hedge, there was a significant drop from the church yard down to the garden below which was dangerous for children.  
Resolved that the clerk would take pictures of the hazards and forward them to Cornwall Council.  The clerk would also check the agreement with Cornwall Council in relation to when the grass can be cut in the Churchyard.  
8.16      To note for information countryside services have stated the beams and stobs need to be oak in order to qualify for the grant to replace the boardwalk on footpath 528/29/1 and the contractor cannot get the heavy wood to the location:
The response from the LMP Enhanced Grant was shared to confirm they are unable to authorise the use of anything other than oak for the structures.  This was noted for information.    
   
9.       To review details for North Hill Parish Council Cemetery: 
There were no updates to share. 

10.     Approval of the list of payments / receipts for June 2026 and to receive June 2026 bank statement:
10.1    List of payments:
i) £18.00 (PAYE G. Pollard payroll, dd)
ii) £647.52 (Lena Batten, Salary June)
iii) £43.64 (room rent)  
iv) £205.47 (Lena Batten, N.I. and tax June) 
v) £110.00 (ICCM annual membership)
vi) £810.00 (Martin Budge, half yearly grass maintenance)
vii) £833.53 (Cornwall Council, emptying of dog bins)
Resolved that all payments were authorised, proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr A. Parsons with all in favour.  
10.2    Receipts:  None. 
10.3   To receive June 2026 bank statement:
Bank statement as of 30th June 2026 £17,702.67. 
Resolved that the bank statement be agreed as correct and the Chairman signed the transactions.  

11.     To review monthly budget reconciliations:
11.1   Budget Sheet attached:
Resolved that the budget sheet was agreed to be an accurate record for June 2026 proposed by Cllr C. Walters and seconded by Cllr D. Daniells with all in favour.  Councillor R. Randall reported that current expenditure was at 18% of the annual budget.  North Hill Parish Council had underbudgeted for insurance but otherwise on track.  

12.    To review monthly RAG:
Hedgerows – Nothing to report, Highways had confirmed cutting would start at the end of August 2026.  
Water on the road at Port Lane – Highways had confirmed work was due to commence on the 26th October 2026.
Flooding at Mill Lane – Highways had confirmed that this was currently under review, Cllr A. Parsons would be speaking with Highways as the flooding was significant in the winter and this needed to be prioritised.  
Street Lamp at Lynher View, North Hill – the clerk would continue to pursue this with Cornwall Housing. 
Vehicles with no tax / MOT parked in the village hall – This item could be removed from the RAG.  Both vehicles had been removed and a height barrier had been agreed and would be fitted.  
 
13.    Report from Cornwall Council Ward Member Councillor Parsons:
Trekelland Bridge - again sees another road closure for its repair on the B3254 following it’s most recent damage, options for change are limited as the bridge is listed but clearly something needs to change.
Housing - Cornwall Council are now looking to develop an additional 400 acres of their own land to deliver an extra 4000 homes to meet local needs. This is on top of the 800 acre site at Langarth.  My own opinion is that we should deliver sites like the one beside the Link Road at Pennygillam first, which the council opened up seven years ago and still no homes have been built prior to developing more land.
Launceston College - In early June positive meetings were had with the new CEO Mark Blackman of the Athena MAT at Launceston College. Open and honest discussions were had where it’s hoped we will see some changes moving forward with regard to the behavioural policy within the trust to ensure all children receive the education they deserve. We await to see what has been implemented come next September when further meetings will take place to see how things are going.
Housing Viability Review - Cornwall Council has reviewed housing viability and found growing challenges, particularly in more affordable communities (Housing Value Zones 4 and 5). To address this, it proposes time-limited amendments to certain Local Plan policies aimed at improving viability and increasing housing delivery in these areas.  These temporary measures will be reviewed annually and withdrawn once market conditions improve. 
A first set of measures are to go to a Cornwall Council Individual Decision Day on 8 July, seeking support.  Further, more substantial measures are under review, with decisions expected in the autumn. The Council will engage town and parish councils in affected areas to gather input before finalising these proposals.  Please read the Housing Viability Review Town and Parish Councils Briefing Note for more detail.
Cormac summer engagement sessions for local councillors - Cormac’s Meet the Team workshops are underway, following a well-attended session in Bodmin and Liskeard.
Help make Cornwall's roads safer for everyone - Cornwall Council, in partnership with Vision Zero South West and local communities, has developed a Safer Roads Campaign Toolkit to help share important messages at a grassroots level.  Reducing deaths and injuries on Cornwall’s roads is a shared responsibility. Every road user – whether driving, riding, walking or working – has a part to play. 
Tragically, an average of 20 people lose their lives on Cornwall’s roads each year. By working together and making small changes to how we use them, we can help prevent these tragedies. Even on familiar roads, unexpected risks can arise – a pedestrian crossing, a cyclist around a bend, or a slow-moving vehicle ahead. Taking a moment to slow down, stay alert and look out for one another can make all the difference. 
Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service HMI inspection report - The latest Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service inspection report from His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabularies and Fire and Rescue Services outlines the significant progress made across the service in recent years.
Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service has been rated good at responding to fires and other emergencies, with inspectors highlighting the service’s innovative risk-sharing system, which helps keep both firefighters and members of the public safe during incidents.
The report also:
•	Highlights the continued collaboration with partners across policing, health and housing 
•	Outlines the measures in place to improve and modernise the service, including investment in staffing across prevention and protection
•	Recognises the service is prepared for the introduction of new legislation following the Grenfell Tower tragedy
The service is already working to address areas that were identified as requiring improvement during the inspection, which took place six months ago.  Many of Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service’s fire stations will be holding open days throughout the summer, and town and parish councils are welcome to come along to meet the crews, watch demonstrations and find out more about the work the service does.
Check your local station’s social media accounts for times and dates, or contact your local fire station for more details.
Heating help - People who use heating oil to heat their home could be eligible for a new £9,000 government grant to upgrade to a heat pump, helping to protect their energy bill from price spikes.  The new £9,000 grant will be available from 21 July, through the government’s Boiler Upgrade Scheme.  Ahead of this, leaflets will be arriving on doorsteps across Cornwall in the coming days, to help make more households aware they could take up this offer.  A heat pump heats your home using electricity. It works like a fridge in reverse, taking heat from the air or ground, increasing it to a higher temperature and transferring it to your home to provide heating and hot water.  Because they run on electricity, there is potential to make bill savings by using smart energy tariffs with cheaper off-peak rates.  
You can find out more by visiting the government’s clean energy website.

14.    Items for inclusion at the next meeting:
It was agreed that due to summer breaks and many Councillors away, the next meeting would take place in September.  
The clerk advised that new Registers of Interests forms were required with the address now removed due to a recent change in legislation and could all Councillors either complete online or request a hard copy from the clerk.  

15.    Date and time of next meeting:
The next meeting was confirmed for the 7th September 2026 at 7.30pm.    

16.    Close of business:  The meeting closed at 9.40pm.  






  





Sign and date Chairman ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

